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Rs a minister and a teacher. my husband and I share graue concerns
about the quality of programming auallable to children and youth today.
Both the uiolence It portrays and the lack of reality in the information It
prouides are elements which do not prepare the neHt generation for
Iiuing wisely in the real world.

When I see how many hours each day children spend indoors each
day with teleuislon and computerized games. and when I hear little talk
from them eHcept about TU shows like Mutant Ninja Turtles and other
eHciting make-belieue heroes. I sense they are not deueloping their own
imaginations or building reseruoirs of information about the real world.
Rather. their minds dwell on uiolent heroes and assault and destruction as
the normal way of dealing with life situations. I s it any wonder that we
haue young children destroying school property for no other reason than
it is something to do? Many children's programs teach conflict resolution
only with fists and weapons; being sensitiue to the ideas and needs of
other people is not a priority.

We feel that there must be incentiues prouided. and perhaps limits
imposed. by the FCC to the networks and deuelopers of TU programming
for greater uariety of programs suitable for children and youth--more
programs geared to problem-soluing. learning skills for relating to other
people. information about the world around them, newscasts which giue
the good things happening as well as the bad. and more creatiue. educa
tional programming about science. history. gouernment, and suruiual
skills. etc. Perhaps a direct ratio of the time spent for worthwhile TU and
uideos to the fantasy-type programming would inspire networks and
sponsors to eHpand their thinking.

Please look around at the uiolent. unrealistic generation we are
raising. and at the concerns of families for their children. when you
consider ways in which to improue teleuision.
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(Reu.) NormJ{. & Joanne Minich


